
Trinity Three 

As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in 

vain. For he says, 

‘At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

    and on a day of salvation I have helped you.’ 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no 

obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as 

servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great 

endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments, riots, 

labours, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness 

of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of 

righteousness for the right hand and for the left; in honour and dishonour, in ill 

repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, 

and yet are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not 

killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 

nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you.  There is 

no restriction in our affections, but only in yours. In return - I speak as to children - 

open wide your hearts also.     2 Corinthians 6. 1 - 13 

 

Collect 

Almighty God, 

you have broken the tyranny of sin 

and have sent the Spirit of your Son into our hearts whereby we call you Father: 

give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, 

that we and all creation may be brought 

to the glorious liberty of the children of God; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  Amen 

 

On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other 

side.’ And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he 

was. Other boats were with him. A great gale arose, and the waves beat into the 

boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. But he was in the stern, asleep 

on the cushion; and they woke him up and said to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care 



that we are perishing?’ He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, 

‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, 

‘Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?’ And they were filled with great awe 

and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 

him?’    Mark 4. 35 - 41 

 

This statue of our Lady was 

made in Lebanon from the 

model of a seal of the abbey 

Notre Dame, dating from 13th 

century. It is the work of a well 

known Lebanese wood carver 

Joseph Hoveck. It was carved 

out of a branch from the 

thousand year old cedars which 

grow on Mount Lebanon.  

Did Jesus ever set sail in a boat 

with his mother? Well we just 

don't know, but the image of a 

boat and the church is a familiar 

one. The boat is a symbol of 

safety, it keeps alive the people 

of God. When you enter a church, the main body of the building is called the 'nave' 

from a medieval Latin term, 'navis' which means ship. The image of a ship providing 

safety under the hand of God is long established from the days of Noah, when God 

saved souls from the coming flood. 

Of course the image of a boat has been an important symbol to generations of 

Christians who have felt that as they pass through the stormy seas of life they are 

carried safely with Christ, in the same way that those in boats cross stormy seas. 

This theology has been captured in the architecture of the Nave which is like an 

upside down boat and if you look upwards whilst seated in the Nave you will often 

see the main central rib becomes the keel of a boat, the ribs form the bottom, the 

pillars the sides and the floor becomes the deck. 

The boat in this picture is a reassurance and encouragement to visiting pilgrims to 

place their faith in God who made all that there is and who in the midst of the 

stormiest seas beckons us to a place of spiritual safety    ©www.thisischurch 


